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In tha Aut d Auprust 24, 1912, creatiag (L tiwritorhi lam of govern- 

ment for Alaaka, it was nrovlded that the Isrti?slaturt~ should ne t  have the 

fisheries of t h e  Territwy. 4 w m i a o  was Incorvoratad, however, which 

rdaltlnnal lil?ac?a fees or t a x e s ,  hursurrnt t o  the authority w h i c h  war, 

aurraasd t o  m i n t  Cy virtue af  t h i s  wovirn, the terrltnrial Iadialstuts, 

at i t o  f i r a t  m n s i o n ,  rFich occurred in 1919, inmas8 oertain license 

fee# en the fi3berles. T h i n  Act, harmer, wan re-snactsd by the legis- 

>nture R t  i t a  second aaaaior, in 1915, the taflowtng Minr tkat k t  re- 

Section 1. That any neraan, t im  ar earror%tion ptooacuting 
or attsmting to Frouecute any of tha fallowing linen of 
businem in the Tarritarp of Alaeka rrhalX s r n l y  for and ob- 
tain A license and w p  far asid license Tat the  reirpctfve 
l i n e r  of buminem a% follows: 

* * * h t * * L 3 # 

6th. Flshsrise: Salmon canneries, faur cents wer 8aes 
on Kina and Reds or Sackage; two  bent@ psr ease on "edium 
Redr; one c9r.t per CIIIQ on all othern. 

0th. Salebrie,?l: Two and one-hslf aents per one hundred 
pounde on a l l  f'iah aa l t sd  o f  w i l d  cured, sxaar t  herring. 

8th. Mrh Trspr: p f m d  or floatingD one handred dollars 
per annum. So a a l h d  dummy t m y q  included. 

9th. Oil1 Heta: ole, dollar per hundred fathoarr or 
I n a t i o n  thereof. 

10th. Cold Storam Fieh Wants: Doing a buaine,n of 
one hundred thousand dollar.  Fer an- or were, f i v e  hundred 
d0118r8 per annum; doinP: a businssn of s a r s n t p f f v e  thoueand 
dollarm Fer annum, and less th&n one hundred tkmnuannd dollars, 
three hundred and aeventy-five dollnre nor  annum; dafnp, a 
buetnemr of €If t y  thmcland and lsrlr than ?re+entT-f i r e  thotarend 
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dollare yer mwm.., two hundred and f i f t v  dollerr trer anntw; 
doins  a bualnase of twenty-live thmmmd end lese thm f i f t y  
thowand dollars r e f  m m ,  one hndrs?  and turn. .:- -, 
dollars psr ancuwl; doinR a business of ten thatlnmd dollare and 
leati than twenty-five thowand dollars * e r  m m ,  12fty  dollars 
par 8mm; doing 8 bu~inrsr of four thatreand and l e e r  than 
tun thvisand dollars per tacourn, twenty-firs dollars per amm; 
doins a buaineas of under four thou8and dollars por amam, 
..?:. ~ f i ~ : t ~  I “8f wm. ?ha ”Annual Bunln~8e)* uddbf thico s o c t i ~ n  
@ h a l t  ba cor.sidored the uaownt paid per annum for the  braduct. 

f t  has h e n  felt  by thr, comerela1 firhery intereats af Alaska that 

the m&bl%ng A c t  d i d  not eonfer rufficient authorit7 upon ths, Territorial 

Ingishture t o  tmrons any liccnsa fetle nr taxes upan t ho  ff*+mi-iee. As 

intareats  m a  t h e  Territory t h a t  a t e a t  case aculd Le i m t i t u t s d  W t t h  

D i a t r i c t  Court renderoa IL riscirion In Iavcr of the Ter r i t cq  of Aleaka 

and the caee was sccordingly appealed t o  the  Circuit C o u r t  cf AFpQahJ of 

fntsreete and the ’hrritory h a d  thsmsbes  to abido by th. deci8ion of 

the Cirouit Court without atCa*mt at further anpeal. 



In tb Act d Aupruet 24, 191?, eretitiug a terri!?ris: f.rrcl, -.f -3vern- 

aent for Alaaka, i t  (Ipaa mruvidad that the lealrlrture should n o t  hare the 

parer t o  Alter ,  amend, ?r?d%fy, or repeal sxistinp: lawe I n  remeet t o  the 

sdaltlnnal :!CPC?C ftaa or taxes, armrant t o  the nathority a h l e h  t a e  

surrccesrf f a  n x ? s t  by virtue of t h l s  rraviso, t h e  Terr.llnria1 1A)dalature, 

Seetior! 1. That sny  ysrsan, f im  or cnrwwabion yronacutinff 
o r  atts-tin5 t o  rroaseute aay a i  t h b  folloilng l i n e a  of 
bus?nsw*r in ?hc Ts r r ' , t n ry  E: A:a.;ka ahall syp ly  f o r  and ob- 
ta in 3 llcsnse and m a y  I v r  sail l i c s n s a  f a r  She Yenysct ive 
l ine8  of luslnmtr an falloxs: 

* * * to t * * t * * 

9th. Salteries: Two and one-half aenta per-ana hundred 
pounds cm a l l  l i a h  raltsd or Fi l i i  meed, sxcapt herrlnz. 

Sth. Flu,! Trays: Fixed or floating, one hunlred do:lrtrs 
per annum. So oalled dummy traTs Included. 

19th. Cold Stomp@ Fla? Wants: B u h ~ g  & hrinarr of 
one hundred thoueland dollars per a n m  or "ore, flte hardred 
dollare per annum; doinff a bnain8ea of seventy-five t?ausand 
dol lars  Fer annum, and less thnn and hundred tbaue8nd dollars, 
three hundred and aersnty-five d o l l n r a  per annum; delng a 
buslns8s of f i f t y  thtmmnc and lass than ~ersa tpf  ire thou- 
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dollars p r  annum, k a  hundred m d  f i f t y  dollars per amnam; 
doinq a buninera of trantf-fire thbneamd and let38 thm f i f t y  
thousand dollars Fur annm, one hundred and twar.tp-lbve 
dollars per ancum; dainr a buiinaes a: ten thounand dollarm and 
lem than twsnty-?ivs thouearad dollars -or annm, f i f t y  dollars 
per annum; doing a business of four thbttsand and h e +  than 
twa thousnnd dollare per a c m ,  twantf-Sirs doflarr per annum; 
doinn: e businsee of under four thousand dollars per a n m ,  
ter, doilars ysr annm. The "Annual Euainesm" uaasr t h i n  reation 
s h a l l  be ccnsidered the mount p a i d  Fer amum for t h e  woduct. 

I t  han been felt  by the  tomerela1 fiehery intarenta et Alaska that 

tho .nabling Aut d i d  not coafer sufficient urthorfty aitson the Territorial 

Zngiahtnre t o  imyoss nny liaense teas or taxea upon the  tisheries. As 

a result, tbrs has been atlch controterry and tke license fees O r  taxer 

ool l sctsd  by the Territory have been p a i d  uadw wotacrt by the cwcsnieo 

conasmed. T t  wan finally a m e d  upon by rs tr sosr ta t ives  of the f i shery  

in tereat s  and the Territory that a t e r t  base tc luld bo innt i tuted w i t h  

a fame vtm brought t o  trial fn t k e  ?isttiet Court at ,?unem, t t o  Alaska 

SalaOn Co-pany, operattag b aavrnery in  wm~tsrn Alaska and n i t b  headqunrt- 

e m  ut San Prancirco, beinF nmmd am defendant. In DCIember, 1915, the 

Dintr i c t  Court rendarsd a decision in favor 6f the T e r r i t o r y  of Alnska 

and the cue6 wa% aocordiagly appealed t a  ths Cfrcuft C o u r t  of Aypealr of 

the Hinth Judicial District, 

by that oourt. 

intercsste and the Territory bound thawinh i  t o  &bide by tha dec€rlon of 

Ro dociaion han beer, handed do= as yet 

T t  fr u~xlorstoad that the rayrasentatkea of the fishery 

the Cirauft Court without attemt a t  further ~q+ea1. 







-- ALASKA LEGISLA~JVE ROTES 

Ir, t h e  Act c?  August 24, 1912, c r e a t i n g  a t e r r i t o r i a l  form of govern- 

m e n t  f o r  Alaska, it was provided t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  should not h v e  t h e  

power t o  alter, amend, modify, or repea l  ex is t i r ig  l a w s  in r e spec t  t o  t h e  

f i s h e r i e s  of  t h e  Territory. A proviso  WRE incorporzted,  however, which 

s t a t e 6  thet r,o$hing should prevent  the  Territory from im-,osing o t h e r  and 

additional l i c e n s e  fees o r  taxes. Pursr;ant t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  which was 

suy;iosed t o  exist by vi r tue  of t h i s  provilso, t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Legislature, 

at its f i r s t  8et8f.ionJ which occurred i n  1913, impoeed c e r t a i n  l i c e n s e  

fess on t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  T h i s  Act,  however, w a s  re-enacted by t h e  legis le?-  

ture at i t 0  second sess ion i n  1915, t h e  fol lowing being t h a t  part  r e f e r r i n g  

p a r t i c u l e r l y  t o  t h e  f i e h e r i e s  : -- 
Sec t ion  1. The-t any person, firm o r  co rpomt icn  p rosecu t i cg  o r  

a t tempt ing  t o  prosecute  any o f  t h e  fol lowing l i n e s  of bus iness  i n  

t h e  r e spec t ive  l ines  o f  bueiness as follonrs: 
t h e  Territory of AlprskR 8hd.l a p p l y  f o r  and 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * e * * * * *  
6th. F i s h e r i e s :  Salmon canzeriee, four cents p e r  c a m  on King 

and  Reds o r  Sockeyef; two cen t s  p e r  case on Seditm Reds; one cent  *L(LQI.-. 

on all o t h e r s .  
m u  

7th .  S a l t e r l e e :  !bra and one-klf  cen t s  p e r  W , p o u n d e  011 all 
f i e h  s a l t e d  o r  m i l 6  cured, except herrizig. 

8tk. Fish Traps: Fixed or f loa t ing ,  ,% per annum. So-called 
m u -  

n d m i y  t r a p s  included.  

9 th .  Gill Bets: One d o l l a r  p e r  hundred fathoms or f r a c t i o n  th6reOf.  
4u rp/ * c i - e u - u - - I  

10th. ColC Stomga F i s h  Plant,: DoingAbusiness of $100,033~- 
than $lOGJOOO, 

Doing baeinees  of 

$500 p e r  annum. 
$375. 
businesc a? SZ5,090 end l e s s  than $5C),000, $125. 
$lO,OOO o r  less t han  $25,000, $50. 
than $l0,900, $25. 

Doing business of  $75,000 o r  less 
Doin? business of $50,003 and less than $75,000, $250. Doicg 

Doine bus tness  of $4,000 and lese  
B i n e  business  of unCer $4,000, $10 p e r  annum. 



The "Annual Eusiness" under this eec t ion  shall be considered t h e  
amount p a i d  p e r  annum f o r  t h e  product .  

It ha6 been f e l t  by t h e  commercid f i shery  i n t e r e ? t s  of Alplskn. that t h e  

enabl ing  A c t  did  not confer  8uf f ic im. t  a u t h t r i t y  upon t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  LeEis- 

leture t o  imFose any l i cenee  fees o r  t a x e s  upor, t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  

t h e r e  has been much controversy a n d  t h e  l i c e n s e  fees or t axee  co l lec ted  by 

t h e  T e r r i t o r y  have beeE p a i s  under pro tee t  by t h e  cornpr ies  concerned. 

As a result, 

It 

was f i m l l y  agreed upon by r ep resen ta t ives  of t h e  f i s h e r y  i z t e r e s t s  and t h e  

T e r r i t o r y  t h a t  a test case w o u l d  be i n s t i t u t e d  w i t h  a v i m  t o  hareing t h e  mat- 

ter d e f i n i t e l y  dec ide8  by t h e  corzrte. 

trial i n  tE;e D i s t r i c t  Court at Juneau, the Al?.ska Salmon C o m r ~ ~ y ,  opsrz t ing  e 

cannery in ve- . ten l  Alaskp a n d  w i t h  hes..dqustrters at San FrzzcIeco, beir.g rimed 

Accor8i3gly, a case m s  brought t o  

es defendect .  In Decemhr, 1915, t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  rerdered a dec is ion  i n  

f avor  of t h e  Terri tory of Almrks mb t h e  c w e  BZS accordi@.p appealed t o  t h e  

C i r c u i t  Court a i  Appeals of t h e  N i s t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t .  Eo decis ion has 

beec handed down a8 pet  by t h a t  colzrt. 

t i s e a  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y  i c t e r e s t s  arc? t h e  Territory bow;.t themselves t o  aSiEe by 

t h e  dec is ion  o f  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court without a t t e m p t  at further appee l .  

It  i s  understood t h a t  t h e  represents -  


